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Contrary to the submission of the embattled Osun State Governor Olagunsoye Oyinlola during the crisis between the
state workforce and the government over a new salary structure recently, that the state was too poor to service the new
pay, political appointees in the state have started smiling to the bank with new jumbo pay that has been backdated to
January this year.

In a bill titled: "The Remuneration Package Payable to Public/Political Office Holders Who Were Not Provided for In The
Remuneration of The Revenue Mobilization Allocation And Fiscal Commission," sent to the state House of Assembly, the
new pay would now jump the salary scale of a driver employed by a politician to cruise around from N12,000 to N33,000
a month, an amount that a civil servant on level 10 of not less than 12 years in service could not boast of, according to a
financial expert who spoke to OSUN DEFENDER, on the development.

The bill that was given a quick passage on the floor of the house during the week, earmarked N206,000, N192,000,
N178,000 and N110,000 to Personal Assistants to the Governor, Deputy Governor, Speaker and others respectively
from their previously pay N75,000, N70,000, N65,000 and N60,000 respectively.

It was reported that the chairman, board of parastalals (full time) would be going home with N385,000 from N140,000,
while his part-time colleagues could earn N110,000 from the previous N40,000 per month.

Information also has it that a full time board member, on political patronage would have a basic-pay packet of N330,000
per month together with Executive Assistant and Press Secretary as opposed to the N120,000 previously paid, while the
pay status of a part-time board member has jumped from N25,000 to N68,000.

Also, board secretaries would be on the pay-packet of N330,000 per month each as against the N210,000 previously
paid, monthly while executive secretaries and general managers are now entitled to N287,210 from previous monthly of
N104,800; director - general will coast home with N342,000 monthly, as the chairman of Local Government Education
Authority is up from N150,000 to N412,000.

Speaking recently at a media platform, the Secretary to the State Government (SSG), Alhaji Fatai Akinbade, was quoted
to have said that the 175 per cent salary increase was implemented because the Internally Generated Revenue (IGR)
has increased from N200 million to N300 million monthly.

However, the House under Speaker Adejare Bello did not only pass the bill, but also backdated its effect to January
2008, a move the state Chairman of Labour Party (LP), Comrade Rufus Oyatoro described as anti-worker and
outrageous.

"We know that Oyinlola&rsquo;s government is focusless, reckless and anti-worker. Imagine, the same government that
was adamant that it would not pay when the state workers were demanding a peanut of N9,500 as minimum wage, but
see the passion that was dissipated by the governor and the House in passing a jumbo pay for the politicians, who are
hell-bent in milking the state dry," Oyatoro raged.

A labour leader who spoke to OSUN DEFENDER under condition of anonymity said that he had read about the
increment from a national newspaper, saying that the jumbo pay for the politicians was a coup against the
workers&rsquo; right, noting that the patience of the state work-force would reach the limit of elasticity next month.

However, the State Secretary of National Conscience Party (NCP), Comrade Ademola Bankole, brought the issue to
another dimension, saying that the governor designed the outrageous pay packet to mob the federal allocations and
leave the mountain of debt for his successor.
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"This jumbo pay is another gimmick of bringing Osun State to a mountain of debt, so that if the Election Petitions Tribunal
finally sends him packing, his successor would face a critical debt challenge. With this, the people of Osun State should
rise up to the challenge and defend their collective patrimony," said Bankole.

When our reporter sounded out the state chairman, Joint Negotiation Council (JNC) who doubles as the state president
of Nigerian Union of Local Government Employees (NULGE), Comrade Kayode Aliu Afolabi on the matter, he said he
was yet to get the gist on it, promising to react on it, if adequately briefed.
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